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Annotation skills help you read better. Annotating is a word that means that you have taken notes on or marked a text. 
 
Think of annotating as having a conversation with your book (text).Annotating does make the reading process take longer, but remember, you 
are reading for school with the purpose of demonstrating you have been reading thoughtfully and carefully. You need to show your teachers 
you have read on, between, and beyond the lines of the text. 
 
When you return to school, you will work with this novel in class, so you need to make sure you annotate thoroughly so that you can access 
the novel without hesitation. The grid below is rubric for meeting the expectations of annotation.  
 
 

Examining Content and Structure 
“On”  

Making Connections 
“Between” 

Identifying Main Ideas/ Themes 
“Beyond” 

• Analyzes and/or evaluates the author’s 
craft, including literary devices, 
rhetorical devices or textual elements 
including the following: 

 

 effects of word choice (diction) or 
sentence structure or type (syntax) 

 point of view / effect 
 narrative pace / time / order of 

sequence of events 
 elements of character 
 irony 
 contrasts / contradictions / 

juxtapositions / shifts 
 allusions 
 narrative voice 
 tone / mood 
 imagery 
 symbols 
 any other figure of speech or literary 

device 
* Your annotations do no have to include all of 
these textual elements. 

 

 

• Makes some connections 
within the text including the 
following: 

 repetition of words, phrases, actions, 
events, patterns  

 setting / historical period 
 motifs or cluster ideas 

 
• Makes some connections 

between the text and other 
works 

 
• Makes some connections 

between the text to the 
outside world and/or personal 
experiences. 

 
 
 

• Identifies theme of text by showing a 
thorough understanding of the 
context 

 

• Summarizes main points 
 

• Asks relevant questions to further 
explore ideas related to the topic 

 
• Provides well-chosen examples/ 

evidence from the text to show 
understanding/ 

     of main idea(s)              
 

• Uses information from text to make 
predictions 

 
 

 
               



How do I annotate? 
 

The best way to annotate is to write directly in the text. If you cannot purchase the text, you can use sticky notes to 
assist you in this assignment or you can write your annotations in a notebook. 

 write anything pertaining to the information in the above grid in your text 
 write questions that you want to discuss in class 
 write definitions to words you do not know 
 highlighting is not annotating without some explanation as to why you have highlighted 
 circling and underlining are not annotating without some explanation as to why you have circled or 

underlined. 
 
At this time, you may not use a tablet or electronic device to annotate. Our current school electronics policy does not 
allow students to have their own devices. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


